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Discovering the real China -- a German mayor®s eye-opening experience

English.news.cn  2010-11-12 14:01:07 by Xinhua Writer Ban Wer, Jiao Yu

COLOGNE, Germany, Nov. 11 (Xinhua) -- His former careers, which included a stint as Cologne police chief, hardly
had anything to do with China. One year into his term as mayor of Cologne, Germany"s fourth largest city, Juergen
Roters finds i1t worthwhile to expand his knowledge about China because of growing links between his city and
China.

The 2010 Shanghai World Expo was an opportunity for him to travel to the other end of the Eurasian continent in
September.

An enthusiastic marathon runner, he got up early on a drizzly morning in Shanghai to jog 10 km along the Huangpu
River.

"A truly refreshing run,” he told Xinhua in a recent interview. One thing that he noticed was that many
Shanghaiers, especially women, were doing morning exercise despite the cold and rain.

He made use of every opportunity to get a glimpse into the daily life of Shanghaiers by taking the crowded subway,
chatting with a taxi driver and touring a traditional Shanghai neighborhood.

On one occasion, he even convinced a reluctant local policeman into having his picture taken with him by arguing
that he was once a policeman himself.

The Shanghai Expo provided an excellent platform for the mayor to present his city, and he wowed Expo visitors




with shows featuring the Rote Funken, the oldest and largest carnival society in Cologne, and the band Hoehner,
which 1s famous for its carnival song Viva Colonia.

To his surprise, the Cologne Opera®s eight performances of Richard Wagner®s "The Ring of the Nibelung"™ in the
Shanghai Grand Theater, dubbed by the German press as "Wagner goes Shanghai,”™ had all been fully booked and warmly
cheered.

The success in Shanghai of Wagner®s operas, "a hard diet even for many Germans'" as the mayor put it, "is a clear
manifestation of Chinese audiences” curiosity and desire to learn about other cultures.”

As to the Expo as a whole, Roters found it "incredibly overwhelming”™ not only because of its grand scale, but also
because of the way the national pavilions presented themselves.

"For me 1t was a world exhibition in the truest sense of the word," he said, adding that he was also deeply
impressed by the friendly atmosphere, cheerfulness and cosmopolitan attitude he witnessed both on and outside the
Expo ground.

Compared with the China he had imagined before the trip, the mayor said he was "very positively surprised” when
confronted with the real China.

"The optimism of the Chinese, their cosmopolitan attitudes and curiosity have made it clear that China wants to
show the world what it can do but at the same time wants to know more about the world,” Roters said.

Touching on Western anxiety about China®s rapid growth, Roters said the "China Offensive"” project launched in
Cologne in 2005 to attract Chinese investment has demonstrated that contact with China does not mean a threat and
there is no need for fear. "Quite the contrary, it shows that both sides can benefit from these economic

contacts," he said.




There are over 200 Chinese companies in Cologne, including the Sany Group, a major Chinese heavy construction
equipment manufacturer, the mayor said.

"Chinese entrepreneurs appreciate the "made in Germany" quality, while for Germans, the entrepreneurial dynamics,
the economic boom and the ability to quickly implement large projects in China, though these may come as a great
challenge for us, also deserve great recognition here,” he said.

Roters® tour of China also took him to Beijing, where he met his counterpart Guo Jinlong. "It"s an honor for
Cologne to have a partnership with such a big city like Beijing over so many years, which has strengthened the
trust between the citizens as well as politicians,” Roters said.

During his talks with Guo, both sides agreed to organize celebrations in 2012 to mark the 25th anniversary of the
Cologne-Beijing partnership and to seek more cultural exchanges as well as cooperation in urban environmental
protection.

Asked what he would like to do if he was Beijing mayor, Roters said he would encourage more people to ride
bicycles and make greater efforts to preserve traditional Beijing neighborhoods while going ahead with new urban
development projects.

When interacting with China, Roters has a team of qualified and devoted aides, such as Zhou Meng, a Chinese
German, who has been the Cologne government®s counsel on China-related issues for many years, and Michael
Josipovic, deputy director of the Cologne Office for Economic Development.

For Meng, fostering intercultural links between Germans and Chinese is a mission that demands enthusiasm and
personal endeavor.

For Josipovic, who also has many years of experience in promoting business cooperation between Cologne and Chinese




cities, ordinary German people®s impression of China is "too simplified and stereotyped, a far cry from the
multifaceted and vivid reality in China."

"The best way to improve the China image here should be to encourage more people to visit your country,”™ he told
Xinhua. "1"ve never met anyone who has not changed his view about China after seeing the country with his own

eyes."




